Minutes of the TMAG Tools Committee Meeting – 8/28/08
Participants:

Scott Davidson

Carl Nielsen

Ron Press
Craig De Paul

Jim Lauffer

Louis Ungar
- We discussed how to address questions that may occur during TMAG panel at Autotestcon, scheduled for Sept. 11, 2008.

- Craig: The people involved with TMAG are all volunteers, and professionals in the DFx industry.

- Louis: What benefits will people receive for becoming a member of TMAG and having their tool listed on the TMAG website?


- Promotion of their product.


- Should be highlighted that TMAG members will have a corporate logo displayed and TMAG member products will be displayed at the top or first in a list when website users perform a tool search.

- Potential Question:  If you are listing a product do the TMAG people support it?


- No, but we support the information, indicating the core strengths, and the information provided will not be misinterpreted or misrepresented.


- No, but in the future we plan to (potentially) include user testimonials, submitted by members of TMAG (users of these tools).


- TMAG creates a baseline for solid information on the core strengths of the tools.  We provide the pointed information people are looking for, quicker than other resources that are available.
- Louis: We as TMAG members can classify and categorize the information we have in the proper way.

- Question: What type of help do we need?


- We need to increase TMAG membership.


- We need members to help with the different committees including the Tools committee.


- Within the Tools committee, we need help with web development (to help Scott), potential help with Cold Fusion, look into adding additional tools, research into potential tools on the market and contacting tool companies (including talking to users).

Scott: Suggestion made, similar to what John Cooley has done with ESNUG (Synopsys Users Group, but discusses all EDA tools), we could create a similar method for getting user feedback, and identifying what new tools are available on the market.

Ron: Indicated that for ITC there is a new website, and on it a chat area, to discuss issues on an open forum.  This could be a good area to bring up topics related to TMAG (not necessarily to discuss tools directly).

Carl: Question: What are some benefits to non-tool vendors for joining TMAG.

Craig: Potentially offer benefits such as preferred booth space at conferences.  And/Or offer discounts on booth space and entrance to conferences.
Ron: Suggestion, that we have TMAG members only meetings (hosted by TMAG).  Meetings to meet with purchasing people (decision makers of the companies, and management).  This could be a real advantage to TMAG members.

- Purchasing people could leverage the direction the vendors would go, by having a common meeting event.

Scott: For tool Vendors, one benefit of TMAG is the pointed search that users of the website will get in searching for tools.  When you do a search on Google for example, there are pages and pages of stuff to weed through (some of which is garbage).  TMAG is one place that has the information you can trust (a single portal of information).  This should attract people to the website (and to become members to access this information).

